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July 17, 2012
To Whom it May Concern:

Re: Legislation for Acupuncture Regulation in Alabama

I am writing to support any steps that would result in regulation that would allow the licensing of acupuncturists in Alabama. The position of the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM®) is that the requirement for certification by the NCCAOM will best ensure that acupuncture and Oriental medicine (AOM) practitioners in the state of Alabama meet recognized national standards of competence and safety.

The mission of the NCCAOM is to establish, assess, and promote recognized standards of competence and safety in AOM for the protection and benefit of the public. In order to fulfill this mission, NCCAOM has developed a certification process that provides a unified set of nationally verified, entry-level standards for safe and competent practice of acupuncture and Oriental medicine. The NCCAOM partners with the states in the important role of protecting the public welfare. The value of NCCAOM’s national examinations is demonstrated by its acceptance in 43 of the 44 states that have laws for licensing acupuncturists. This means that 98% of states require NCCAOM examinations or full certification as a prerequisite for licensure.
In order to qualify for NCCAOM Certification in Oriental medicine, applicants are required to meet extensive academic and supervised clinical practice standards. The following is an outline of the requirements that applicants for Certification in Oriental Medicine are required to meet:

· Graduate from a full-time Masters level acupuncture program that is accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (ACAOM).  ACAOM is the only agency accredited for this purpose by the United States Department of Education. 

· Certification in Oriental Medicine (OM) includes the study of acupuncture and Chinese herbology.

· Applicants for certification in OM must complete four years of formal education including a minimum of 1,905 hours of didactic instruction in acupuncture, 450 hours of Oriental herbal studies and 870 hours of clinical training; this is a total of 2,625 hours of formal education that includes 450 hours of biomedical sciences.
· Additionally, candidates for certification must pass four separate NCCAOM examinations – Foundations of Oriental medicine, Acupuncture with Point Location, and Chinese Herbology and Biomedicine. The Biomedicine examination ensures that the acupuncturist has the knowledge to understand when to refer a patient to a doctor or other healthcare practitioner for a diagnostic evaluation. In addition, it allows acupuncturists to converse knowledgeably with western medical practitioners. 

· In addition to these requirements, applicants must also complete a separate course and assessment in Clean Needle Technique and sign a statement indicating that they understand and agree to abide by the tenets of the NCCAOM® Code of Ethics.
NCCAOM considers these standards of eligibility, as well as successful performance on the examinations, to be the minimum requirements for the safe practice of acupuncture. In addition, all active NCCAOM certified practitioners must complete a rigorous recertification process every four years. Certified practitioners must complete 60 hours of professional development activity hours, which include completing an ethicsor safety and CPR course. The NCCAOM Professional Development Activity process ensures that practitioners who have completed the recertification process have met continued competency in their field.  

The practice of acupuncture and Oriental medicine is more than merely placing needles at various points for different conditions. Assurance of safe and effective therapeutic outcomes from acupuncture treatments relies on a having a practitioner who is applying a system of functional medicine that uses a diagnostic and treatment approach that is significantly different from existing Western medicine practice. It is from such a knowledge base that acupuncture’s full efficacy and value can be realized by the public.

The NCCAOM also oversees the safe practice of the profession as stated in our mission by partnering with the states to discipline certified practitioners who have violated the NCCAOM®Code of Ethics (please see attached exhibit one). The Professional Ethics and Disciplinary Committee (PEDC) of the NCCAOM has the authority to evaluate complaints against Diplomates, issue decisions and impose sanctions. 
NCCAOM is pleased to see that the state of Alabama recognizes the need for adequate licensing procedures for all healthcare practitioners. Clearly, acupuncture, Oriental medicine and other alternative therapies will be part of the healthcare landscape in years to come, as evidenced by recent studies and recommendations by the National Institutes of Health. It is the sincere hope of the NCCAOM that, in the interest of public welfare, the state of Alabama will support the regulation of acupuncture in this great state.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this information. If I can answer any additional questions about the NCCAOM education and training requirements, please contact me by email at kwardcook@thenccaom.org or by phone at 904-674-2501.
Sincerely,
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Kory Ward-Cook, Ph.D., MT(ASCP), CAE

Chief Executive Officer
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